


TO:
Prospective Offerors

SUBJECT:
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) NUMBER DE-RP09-02SR22214 FOR TRANSPORTATION OF FOREIGN SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL

Introduction
The Department of Energy (DOE), through its Savannah River Operations Office (SR), requires the services of one or more highly qualified entities to provide services for transportation of foreign spent nuclear fuel (SNF) from foreign research reactors (FRR) to the United States.

This cover letter is intended to provide some background information and highlight important aspects of the RFP.  It is not an integral part of the RFP.  In the event of an inconsistency between this letter and the subject RFP, the RFP will govern. The Government intends to award one or more contracts resulting from this RFP to the responsible offeror(s) whose proposal conforms to the RFP and will be most advantageous to the Government.  Award will be made on the basis of the best overall value to the Government.

Number of Awards

It is anticipated that there may be one or more awards resulting from this RFP.

Contract Type
It is contemplated that one or more Task Order Contracts with provisions for the award of both cost-plus-fixed-fee and firm-fixed-price task orders will be awarded.  The contract(s) is anticipated to extend for 5 years.  All contract clauses and provisions will be determined by the Contracting Officer in accordance with the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) and Department of Energy Acquisition Regulation (DEAR).

Work under the contract(s) will be identified through Task Orders.

Background and Objectives
On May 13, 1996, DOE issued the Record of Decision (ROD) on the Final Environmental Impact Statement on a Proposed Nuclear Weapons Nonproliferation Policy Concerning Spent Nuclear Fuel (DOE/EIS-02 I 8F).  This ROD documents DOE’s decision to accept over 22,000 SNF assemblies at the Savannah River Site (SRS) and the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory from 41 foreign countries over 13 years.  In meeting DOE mission objectives, SR will require the expertise of a transportation contractor(s) to provide services for the transportation of the spent nuclear fuel assemblies from foreign research reactors to the United States.

DOE-SR is seeking a transportation services contractor(s) who will meet all the applicable requirements for shipments and standards required by DOE, the US Department of Transportation, the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the International Maritime Organization, the International Atomic Energy Agency, and those of the country from which the SNF is transported from or through.

DOE-SR estimates that the total number of SNF casks to be transported during the contract performance period is 290. Out of this total number, approximately 60 casks may specifically be from foreign countries for which DOE will require use of this transportation service contractor(s).

Disclosure of Foreign Ownership and Control
As part of the proposals, the offeror(s) must provide certification as required in Section K- Representations, Certifications, and Other Statements of Offerors, pursuant to DEAR 952.204-73 Foreign Ownership. Control or Influence Over Contractor (JUL 1997).
Organizational Conflicts of Interest
Each offeror must disclose, as required by RFP Section K, paragraph 17, any organizational conflict of interest (OCI), or potential OCI, which would affect the offeror’s ability to render impartial, technically sound and objective assistance or advice to DOE.  Should such a possible conflict of interest exist, offerors should carefully consider the possibility of disqualification from the procurement for a conflict of interest prior to expending the time and money associated with preparing a proposal.

Mitigation Plan
Contractor(s) shall comply with DOE’s Mitigation Action Plan in order to assure that ship crew, port and ground transportation workers’ individual radiation exposures do not exceed the appropriate regulatory limit for general public or occupational exposure in accordance with the requirements of Title 10 Code of Federal Regulations Part 20. The Mitigation Action Plan is found in the RFP, Part III.

Evaluation Criteria
Offerors will be evaluated in accordance with the evaluation criteria set forth in Part M.04, Section M.

NOTE:
Award may be made without discussions.

Pre-proposal Conference
A pre-proposal conference will be held as indicated below:

Time:
9:00 am - Eastern Standard Time

Date:
January 9, 2002

Place:
Building 703-41A, Orange and Yellow Conference Rooms


DOE’s Savannah River Operations Office

Aiken, SC (Maps enclosed)
Please limit attendance to two (2) people per organization.  Please provide the name and the Social Security Number(s) of the individual(s) that will be attending the conference by Friday, December 21, 2001.  This information is needed for entrance to the site.  Please mark the cover page of fax “PRE-PROPOSAL ATTENDANCE - RFP NO. DE-RP09-02SR22214” and send attendance information to Fax No.: (803) 725-8573.
Technical and contracting personnel will be available to discuss requirements and answer questions.  In order to allow preparation of responses and to expedite discussion, you are requested to submit your questions in writing and faxed to DOE-Savannah River Operations 
Office by close of business Thursday, January 3, 2002.  Each question should clearly specify the RFP area (Attachment, page, etc.) to which it refers.  
Please mark the cover page of fax “PRE-PROPOSAL QUESTIONS - RFP NO. DE-RP09-02SR22214” to expedite handling and fax to the same number in the above paragraph.
Proposal Due Date and Place Designated for Receipt of Proposals
Proposals must be received at:

Address:
U. S. Department of Energy

Savannah River Operations Office

Contracts Management Division

P.0. Box A

Aiken, SC 29803

No Later Than 4:00 PM Eastern Standard Time on February 15, 2002.

DOE Points of Contact
Donnie L. Campbell, Contracting Officer, and Rita Pernell, Contract Specialist, are the designated points of contact for this procurement.  All communications, whether written (address below) or oral should be directed to them (Campbell (803) 725-2846 and Pernell (803) 725‑9150).  No collect telephone calls shall be accepted.

Address:
U. S. Department of Energy

Savannah River Operations Office

Contracts Management Division

P.O. Box A

Aiken, SC  29803

Fax Number: (803) 725-8573

Intention to Propose
Please complete and return the enclosed “Intention to Propose” form indicating whether or not your firm intends to propose.  The address to which the form is to be returned is on the form.

Electronic Media – Solicitation and Amendment Distribution
In addition to this hard copy, the solicitation will also be posted on the Internet Acquisition Web Page at:  http://e-center.doe.gov
In order to further the Government policy of maximizing electronic commerce and making the acquisition process optimally cost effective, all future amendments and any other official communications, if any, from the agency regarding this solicitation will be distributed via the aforementioned electronic media (above web page).  This medium will be used exclusively and will be the sole method used for distributing future amendments and other official communications thereto to the public.  
RFP Mailing List
Enclosed is a listing of the entities which have requested a copy of the RFP.

Sincerely,

D. L. Campbell

Contracts Management Division

Contracting Officer

Enclosures:

1.
Intention to Propose Form

2.
Maps

2.
RFP Mailing List

3.
RFP DE-RP09-02SR22214




