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The purpose of this Executive Summary Letter is to highlight salient elements of the Program Research and Development Announcement (PRDA).  This letter is not an integral part of the PRDA which is a self-contained document.  In the event of any conflict between the contents of this Executive Summary Letter and that of the PRDA, the PRDA language will prevail.

The objective of this procurement is to develop state-of-the-art alternatives for the waste package final closure weld at the proposed Yucca Mountain repository.   The Department of Energy, the Office of Repository Development on behalf of the Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management (OCRWM), Office of Science and Technology and International is seeking innovative and improved technologies that will reduce the cost of, and time to produce, the final closure weld on waste packages destined for emplacement in the proposed Yucca Mountain repository.  This project will demonstrate innovative technologies for producing the final closure weld on waste packages.  The current baseline approach is to use gas tungsten arc welding (GTAW) to produce the final closure weld.  Alternative welding technologies are being sought that focus on enhancing process efficiency, residual stress management, and metallurgical stability of the final closure weld and offer a more schedule and cost effective alternative to the baseline gas tungsten arc welding (GTAW) process.

The formal solicitation document will be disseminated and proposals received electronically through the Industry Interactive Procurement System (IIPS) located at the following URL: http://e-center.doe.gov.  IIPS provides the medium for disseminating solicitations, receiving proposals, and evaluating proposals in a paperless environment.  Completed proposals are required to be submitted via IIPS.  Individuals who have the authority to enter their company into a legally binding contract and intend to submit proposals via the IIPS system must register and receive confirmation that they registered prior to being able to submit an application on the IIPS System.  An IIPS “User Guide for Contractors” can be obtained by going to the IIPS Homepage at http://e-center.doe.gov and then clicking on the “Help” button.  Questions regarding the operation of IIPS may be e-mailed to the IIPS Help Desk at IIPS_HelpDesk@e-center.doe.gov or call the Help Desk at (800) 683-0751.

Each offeror will be objectively reviewed on its own merit against the evaluation criteria stated in the PRDA using technical, scientific and/or peer reviewers, some of whom may be non-Governmental personnel.  Should an offeror object to review of their proposals by individuals other than Government employees it shall so state in Volume I of its proposal.  Offerors are, however, cautioned that the DOE may be unable to give full consideration to proposals which indicate that only Government evaluation is authorized.

Individuals, corporations, nonprofit organizations, small and small disadvantaged businesses, educational institutions, and state or local governments or other entities who wish to have a proposal evaluated should respond to the requirements of this PRDA. The DOE anticipates multiple awards of Cost-Plus-Fixed-Fee type contracts for the Phase I, II and III effort, however, the DOE reserves the right to award the contract type and number deemed in its best interest.

The Government does not anticipate providing any facilities or property for accomplishing this effort.  Offerors are encouraged to propose utilization of existing facilities and to make allowances for providing all necessary personnel, facilities, equipment and materials to complete proposed projects.

Proposals must be submitted in accordance with the requirements of the PRDA (See Section L).  Offerors are also advised to give particular attention to the evaluation criteria identified in Part V, Section M.  The proposals must be received through IIPS not later than 5:00 PM Eastern Time on November 15, 2004.  Proposals, or proposal files, that have an IIPS date/time stamp later than the deadline will not be reviewed or considered for award.

Proposals must authorize a period for acceptance by the Government of not less than one hundred eighty (180) calendar days from the date specified for receipt of proposals.  Further, you are cautioned that late proposals, modifications, and withdrawals will be treated in accordance with the article in Section L entitled “Instructions to Offerors - Competitive Acquisition.”

Please complete and return the Intention to Propose (Enclosure A) form at the earliest practicable date.  All files are formatted for printing on a postscript type printer.

The only method by which any term of this solicitation may be amended is by an express, formal amendment generated by the issuing office and disseminated through IIPS.  No other communication, whether written or oral will amend or supersede the terms of this solicitation. 

Offerors are encouraged to periodically check IIPS to ascertain the status of any amendments and review the answers to questions as hard copies will not be distributed.







Sincerely,







Birdie Hamilton-Ray







Contracting Officer
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