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AGENCY:
Department of Energy, Office of Nuclear Energy, Science and Technology

ACTION:
Solicitation Inviting Cooperative Agreement Applications: DE-PS07-03ID14447, Nuclear Energy Plant Optimization (NEPO) Program

SUMMARY: 

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is seeking proposals from nuclear utility R&D organizations, nuclear reactor owner’s groups, nuclear R&D organizations, reactor vendors, and other nuclear industry companies to conduct advanced research and development designed to  improve the operation of present US nuclear power plants.  Continued operation of existing nuclear power plants is an essential part of the Nation’s energy strategy.  Operation of these plants beyond their original license term to a total of 60 years will help reduce the number of new base-load nuclear and fossil power plants that need to be built and avoid substantial greenhouse gas emissions. The National Energy Policy calls for the expansion of nuclear energy as part of a strategy to assure the Nation’s long-term energy security, while protecting the environment. 

The Nuclear Energy Plant Optimization (NEPO) program was established in fiscal year 2000 in response to the 1997 recommendation of the President’s Committee of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST).  The DOE implemented a government/industry cost-shared process that identifies and prioritizes nuclear R&D projects to develop key technologies to ensure that US nuclear power plants continue to deliver reliable and affordable energy supplies up to and beyond their original 40-year license period. The technology activities that the program addresses are detailed in the DOE-Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) Joint Strategic Plan to Optimize U.S. Nuclear Power Plants (see http://nepo.ne.doe.gov).
For fiscal year (FY) 2003, approximately $4,500,000 is expected to be available for R&D projects that address the program objectives of increases in electrical generation capability, improvement in average industry capacity factors, or contributing to the development of break-through technologies to ensure a minimum of 60 years of operation for U.S. nuclear power plants.  In meeting these objectives, proposals are expected to significantly contribute, but are not limited, to the following elements:

· Electrical cable aging management,

· Light water reactor fuel and core optimization, 

· Instrumentation and control, 

· Metallurgy/materials aging, 

· Advanced nondestructive examination techniques, 

· Spent fuel management and 

· Advanced power uprates 

These elements are consistent with the DOE-EPRI Joint Strategic Plan referenced above and have been highlighted by the efforts of the Nuclear Energy Research Advisory Committee. Further descriptions of these work elements are provided in Section I.B, Project Description.  

Fifty percent (50%) minimum industry cost share is required for all projects.  DOE anticipates making no more than 15 cooperative agreement awards (see Section V.Q, Terms and Conditions Applicable to Awards), each ranging from $250,000 to $500,000 in federal funding. Collaborative research projects involving two or more organizations are encouraged and may receive larger awards, if merited. Cooperative agreements will be awarded in accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter II Subchapter H, Part 600 (10 CFR 600).   The successful applicants will be required to submit a final report to DOE on the R&D project and lessons learned.

The project performance period for each R&D project is anticipated to be no more than 12 – 18 months. 

COST SHARE:

Fifty percent (50%) minimum industry cost share is required for all projects.  Cost share may be provided as cash or as in-kind cost share.  In-kind cost share must directly relate to the scope of the specific project.  Industry cost share may not include other federal funding.  Reference 10 CFR 600.123 and 10 CFR 600.127 located at the following URL: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_01/10cfr600_01.html

.


No fee or profit will be paid to the cooperative agreement award recipients.
ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS:

Proposals are solicited from nuclear utility R&D organizations, nuclear reactor owner’s groups, nuclear R&D organizations, reactor vendors, and other nuclear industry companies (herein referred to as nuclear industry organizations). National laboratories may participate only as members of a partnership or consortium with private sector nuclear industry organizations.  In such partnerships or consortiums, the nuclear industry organization is expected to be the lead organization. 

The intent of this solicitation is for DOE to award cooperative agreements in accordance with 10 CFR 600 regulations.  The prime applicants will be required to receive a portion of the federal funds as a condition of receiving an award under this solicitation.  The prime applicants will be responsible for providing required reports to DOE as well as overall administration of the cooperative agreement. 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY:


Section 31 of the Atomic Energy Act, 42USC2051
CFDA NUMBER:

The Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number for this program is 81.121, Nuclear Energy Research, Development and Demonstration.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CONTACT:

Questions should be submitted via the Industry Interactive Procurement System (IIPS) no later than March 17, 2003.  Solicitation question(s) and answer(s) will be posted to the Industry Interactive Procurement System (IIPS) Website by April 3, 2003.  The URL for this Website is as follows: http://e-center.doe.gov.  

The contracting officer for this solicitation is Elaine Richardson, 208-526-2640, email richarem@id.doe.gov
APPLICATIONS:

The application face sheet is the Standard Form (SF) 424 "Application for Federal Assistance” and is available at the following URL: http://www.id.doe.gov/doeid/PSD/proc-div.html.  The application is to be prepared for the complete project period.  A single application may be prepared for submittal of multiple projects.  Each project must be fully described and separate project descriptions, technical capabilities and costs must be provided such that each project may be evaluated independently.

See Section I through Section V of this solicitation for technical requirements.  Section VI identifies the types of supporting documentation that will be required from the applicant whose technical proposal is selected for negotiation and award.   Applicants are not required to submit Section VI information unless they are notified by DOE to do so. 

Technical applications must be printed on standard 8-1/2” x 11” letter size paper excluding the required SF 424 and Appendices (Letters of Support).  Margins on all four sides must not be smaller than 1”; font size must not be smaller than 11 point Arial or equivalent.
SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS:

Completed applications are required to be submitted as either an Adobe PDF, Microsoft WORD or Corel WordPerfect file via the Industry Interactive Procurement System (IIPS) in accordance with the instructions outlined in this solicitation.

Individuals who have the authority to enter their organization into a legally binding contract/agreement and intend to submit proposals/applications via the IIPS must register and receive confirmation that they are registered prior to being able to submit an application on the IIPS.  Once an applicant is registered with IIPS, a signature on the IIPS is the typed name of the applicant in Block 18 of the SF 424.    

A. LOCATE SOLICITATION, JOIN MAILING LIST, SUBMIT QUESTIONS, VIEW AMENDMENTS OR QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

If you would like to receive notifications related to this specific solicitation, submit questions on the content of the solicitation, or view amendments or questions and answers, you should locate this solicitation, and then follow the appropriate directions.

1.
Locate Solicitation.
· Go to the IIPS website at http://e-center.doe.gov and click on “Browse Opportunities”, or login in if you are registered.

· Click on any of the options for viewing the solicitation (whichever is easiest for you to locate this solicitation).

· Click on “Enter IIPS”.

· Locate and click on the solicitation number to view “Synopsis and Solicitation Information”.

· Click on hyperlink under “File Attachments” or “URL links” to access the full solicitation or program notice.

2.
Join Solicitation Mailing List.

Click on the “Join Solicitation Mailing List” button at the top of the page, enter the required information, and submit.  After you have joined the list, you should receive an email when a solicitation message is posted.  Even though you have joined the mailing list, you should visit the solicitation page periodically to ensure that you have the latest information.

3. View Amendments.
· Click on the yellow folder next to the solicitation number to view amendments and solicitation messages; or

· Follow directions for “Locate Solicitation” to view a conformed copy of the solicitation (a line in the margin annotates changed sections).

4. Submit Question on the Content of the Solicitation.
Click on the “Submit Question” button at the top and enter required information.  You will receive an electronic notification that your question has been answered.  DOE/NNSA will try to respond to a question within 5 days, unless a similar question and answer have already been posted on the website.

5. View Questions and Answers.
Click on the “View Questions” button at the top of the page.  If no questions have been submitted and answered, a statement to that effect will appear at the top of the page.  You should periodically check the IIPS website for new questions and answers.

B.
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1. Electronic Submission.
Applications must be submitted through the DOE Industry Interactive Procurement System (IIPS) at http://e-center.doe.gov in accordance with the instructions in this solicitation.  ONLY APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED THROUGH IIPS WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR AWARD.

2.
Electronic Signature.


Applications submitted through IIPS constitute submission of electronically signed applications.  The name of the authorized organizational representative (i.e., the administrative official, who, on behalf of the proposing organization, is authorized to make certifications and assurances or to commit the applicant to the conduct of a project) must be typed in the signature block on the form to be accepted as an electronic signature.  A scanned copy of the signed documents is not required.

3.
IIPS Registration.
In order to submit an application, you must be authorized by the applicant (i.e., institution or business entity) to submit an application on its behalf and you must register in IIPS.  You are encouraged to register as soon as possible.  You only have to register once to apply for any DOE award.  To register:

· Go to the IIPS website at http://e-center.doe.gov.

· Click on the “Register” button on the left.

· Click on the box that says, “Check this box for Acquisitions greater than Simplified Acquisitions threshold or financial assistance” and then click on the radio button next to the “Register only” option.

· Click on “Proceed to Form.”

· Read the “Security Alert” and click on “Yes” to proceed.

· Read the “Notice of Disclaimer” and click on “I Accept.”

· Complete the Registration Form.

· Click on “Submit Registration.”  You will receive an acknowledgement confirming receipt of your registration.

· Then you will receive an email confirming successful registration.  If you do not receive an email confirmation within one business day, contact the IIPS Help Desk at 1-800-683-0751 and select option 1, or send an email to HelpDesk@e-center.doe.gov.

· Note the user name on your confirmation and your password for future reference.  You must use this user name and password for any applications submitted in IIPS.

4.
Submit Application or Pre-application (if a pre-application is required):


You are strongly encouraged to submit your application or pre-application at least 24 hours before the deadline in order to have time to resolve any transmission problems.  If 


you are registered in IIPS, you may use the IIPS test site at http://doe-iips.pr.doe.gov/iips/busopor.nsf/TestSolicitation?OpenView&login to practice submitting an application.  You can also access the test site from the link provided at the top of each solicitation page.


To submit an application, complete the following steps:

Step 1 – Prepare Application


Prepare all of the files in accordance with the instructions in this solicitation prior to starting the transmission process.  You should submit the entire application package in one IIPS session (i.e., do not logoff before all the files are attached).

Step 2 – Locate Solicitation and Create Application
· Enter the IIPS website at http://e-center.doe.gov. 

· Click on “Login” button on the left.

· Click on the radio button that says, “Industry Interactive Procurement System.”

· Enter your user name (as shown on your registration email confirmation) and password.  (Note:  These are case sensitive.)

· The “View Synopses and Solicitations as Sorted by…” screen will appear.  Click on one of the choices and locate the solicitation.

· Click on the solicitation number and the Synopsis & Solicitation Information screen will appear.

· Click on “Create Application” (you may have to scroll to the right to locate the button) and complete the information on the Application cover Page.  Enter the project title and the principal investigator/project director, if any, in the Subject” blank.

Step 3 – Attach Files and Submit Application
· Click on “Submit cover Page & Attach Files”, complete information, and submit.

· Click on Attach Application” link.

· Attach each file in the corresponding block on the page and then click “Submit.”

· IIPS will provide an acknowledgement.

· Click on the link on the acknowledgement to verify submission, it will take you to your submission.

· In order to verify successful transmission at a later date, click on the yellow folder beside the solicitation number.  Your application should appear.

5.
Questions or Problems with Transmission

View the “IIPS Frequently Asked Questions” by clicking on the “Help” button.  You may also call 1-800-683-0751 and select option 1, or send an email to IIPS_HelpDesk@e-center.doe.gov, for help with the IIPS system.  If you have questions on the content of the solicitation, follow the directions for “Submit Question on the Content of the Solicitation.”

6. IIPS User Guide:  Additional Instructions are available in the IPPS User Guide.  Click on the “help” button to access the guide.

C.
REVISIONS, DELETIONS, AND WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATIONS

1. Remove application or application file(s) from IIPS

To delete or withdraw an application or an application file(s), send an email to the IIPS Help Desk requesting the application or file(s), be removed.  Be sure to identify your user name, the applicant’s name, and the subject as shown on the cover page of the application.

2. Submit revised application

Follow the steps in “Submit Application or Pre-application” to submit a revised application (i.e., cover page and all required files).

3. Submit revised file

After the Help Desk has removed the requested file from your application:

· Locate the solicitation.

· Click on the yellow folder next to the solicitation number.

· Click on the cover page of your submission, click on the “Attach Application” link, and attach the revised file.  In the event that two files, with identical names are included in an application, the file with the latest transmission date/time stamp will be considered for review, if it is received prior to the deadline.

D.
APPLICATION DUE DATE


Applications and amendments of applications must be received by April 24, 2003, not later than 4:00 p.m. EST.  You are encouraged to transmit your application well before the deadline.  APPLICATIONS, OR APPLICATION FILES THAT HAVE AN IIPS DATE/TIME STAMP LATER THAN THE DEADLINE WILL NOT BE REVIEWED OR CONSIDERED FOR AWARD.

E.
MORE THAN ONE APPLICATION


You may submit more than one application.  Each application must have its own unique title on the subject line (i.e., project title and principal investigator/project director, if any).  For each application, you must first click on “Create Application” and then complete the information requested.

PRE-SUBMISSION REVIEWS AND CLEARANCES:

There are no briefings or required pre-submission reviews or clearances planned for this solicitation.

Review under E.O. 12372, “Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs” is not required.

APPLICATION Due Dates:  

The Standard Form 424, and the technical application, must have an IIPS transmission time stamp of not later than 4:00 p.m. EST on April 24, 2003.
The application supplemental documentation, discussed in Section VI of this solicitation, must be submitted within 30 calendar days after selection notification.  An applicant who fails to cooperate fully and in a timely manner during negotiations may be eliminated from further consideration for award.

UNSUCCESSFUL APPLICANT BRIEFING INFORMATION:

Applicants not selected for award may ask for a debriefing by submitting a written request to the DOE Merit Review Committee Chairperson no later than fourteen days after notification that its application was not selected.  The debriefing will be done by telephone.  

PROJECTED SOLICITATION MILESTONES:

Applications will be evaluated immediately after the technical application due date deadline.  Merit review and selection activities are expected to be complete approximately four weeks after the technical application deadline.  Award activities are expected to be complete approximately two months after selection.  This timeframe includes time for submission by the selected applicant of the non-technical, supplemental documentation.  An incomplete or inadequately supported application will delay or negate the award.  

Note:  After selections have been finalized, the solicitation and any related applications will be archived on the IIPS system.

SECTION I: SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A. Background

Recognizing the broad national strategic interests served by nuclear power, DOE initiated the NEPO program in FY2000 in response to the recommendations of the PCAST.  Over the last two decades, the nuclear industry has achieved high levels of nuclear power plant safety and performance.  Further progress will require investment in new technologies that can continue to improve performance and increase electrical generation by (1) addressing aging management and the long-term reliability of systems and components, (2) by upgrading to modern digital instrumentation and control and other efficiency and productivity improvements, and 3) uprating the generation output of existing plants.  Research and development funded under this program is expected to result in generation optimization opportunities through improved capacity factors and increased power output.

As a cost-shared program, NEPO seeks to develop and apply new technologies to improve plant reliability, availability, and productivity while maintaining a high level of safety.  The NEPO program is designed to identify, prioritize, and conduct essential R&D needed over the next decade to sustain and enhance operation of existing nuclear power plants.  Projects must represent aspects of research and development, not engineering and deployment. Funding for engineering and deployment activities are considered to be outside the scope of the NEPO program.

 B.

Project Description

The Department of Energy is seeking proposals from nuclear industry organizations for new and innovative research that is expected to contribute significantly to meeting the NEPO program objectives.  Specifically the purpose of the NEPO program is to conduct R&D that meets at least one of the following objectives:

· Contributes to the increase of electrical generation capability from existing nuclear power plants

· Contributes to continued improvement in average industry capacity factors

· Contributes to the development of break-through technologies in long-term operation to ensure a minimum of 60 years of operation.

In addition to meeting one or more of the above objectives, the proposals are expected to significantly contribute, but are not limited, to the work elements discussed below. These work elements are consistent with the DOE-Electric Power Research Institute Joint Strategic Plan to Optimize U.S. Nuclear Power Plants (see http://nepo.ne.doe.gov).  Prospective applicants should exercise judgment in submitting only the most promising and innovative proposals. In formulating prospective projects applicants should assess, the current state of development in areas to be investigated to avoid duplication of work.  

Specific Work Elements
Electrical Cable Aging Management: As nuclear plants continue to age, electrical cables degrade as a result of long-term operation and exposure to harsh environmental conditions that include high radiation and extreme temperatures.  Aging management and condition monitoring of electrical cables requires research that is necessary to understand the degradation and to enable development and demonstration of cost effective aging strategies that may prevent, detect, monitor, or mitigate the degradation.  Projects in this area are expected to contribute to increased capacity factors and operating predictability.

LWR Fuel and Core Optimization:  Research in support of fuel and core optimization will result in improving the performance of current plants.  Improvements in LWR fuel performance relative to higher burnup fuels may be needed to justify operating at higher power levels for optimum fuel cycle lengths and future increases in generating capacity.

Instrumentation and Control:  R&D is needed to address the technological, institutional, and regulatory issues which impact the feasibility and effectiveness of replacing deteriorating, obsolete, and inefficient analog instrumentation and control systems with digital systems, in particular for safety significant systems.  Development of technical bases for implementing digital technology will contribute to and facilitate continued improvement in average industry capacity factors.

Metallurgy / Materials Aging: Degradation management for operating reactors requires the ability to predict the rate of degradation, to assess the condition of the materials, and to evaluate the operability of affected structures and components.  R&D is needed to assure operation of the existing fleet to 60 years of plant life. 

Advanced Non-Destructive Examination Techniques:  Current non-destructive examination (NDE) techniques are not applicable for evaluation of certain types of defects.  Advanced techniques need to be developed for direct measurement of these defects and to reduce uncertainties assumptions associated with excessive conservatism and false positive indications.  Research focused on the significant long-term effects of aging (e.g., reactor vessel, vessel internals, and other critical reactor components) is needed in order to develop advanced NDE techniques.  These methods are expected to reduce the number of extended outages to replace major reactor system components, which will in turn have a positive effect on capacity factors.

Spent Fuel Management:  Research is needed to resolve a number of technical and regulatory barriers associated with the dry storage of higher burn-up spent fuel (in excess of 45 GWd/MTU) including, resolution of the “burn-up” credit issue, experimental validation of the behavior of spent fuel rods and assemblies under expected dry storage conditions, and demonstration of new cask designs to support dry storage of higher burn-up spent fuel.  This represents a potential technical barrier to 60 years of operation.

Advanced Power Uprates:  Research is necessary to maximize the energy output of currently operating nuclear power plants.  This requires that plants be kept operational through their economic lifetimes and that their performance be increased.  The nuclear industry is making power uprates to nuclear plants within the confines of current financial and regulatory feasibility. The DOE is interested in power uprates beyond what the industry is currently pursuing with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  As an example fuel and materials R&D will likely be required to achieve the next generation of uprates.

SECTION II: TECHNICAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:


Each application must contain the following information and must use the following format:
1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - Proposed project and the relationship to the objectives of the solicitation.  Identification and discussion of the role of all project participants.  Project Schedule and Milestones, including key milestones.  The executive summary shall be no more than 2 pages for each project.  This summary will be included in any response to a request for information about the project and therefore must not contain proprietary information.


2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION - A narrative description of the proposed project including introduction and objectives, background, details of the work plan including a detailed description of the R&D tasks to be performed.   The project description shall be no more than 5 pages.


3.0 TECHNICAL CAPABILITIES - Identification of the project organization, including qualifications and responsibilities of the participating organizations, and description of facilities and equipment.  Biographical sketches for the principal investigator and other key project personnel are limited to no more than 3 pages in total.
4.0 PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN

Project organization and responsibilities

Task integration and project coordination

Project Schedule and key milestones at the end of each task

5.0 TOTAL COSTS - Identification of the project costs for the total project period and the amount of federal and non-federal cost share proposed for each participating organization (Itemize the financial commitment of each participant.).  For example:

	Participant
	DOE Funds Requested
	Non-DOE Cost Share Proposed

	Name of Prime Applicant
	$ xxx
	$ xxx

	Name of Subtier #1
	$ xxx
	$ xxx

	Name of Subtier #2
	$ xxx
	$ xxx

	Name of Nat’l Lab
	$ xxx
	$ 0

	
	Total DOE = $
	Total Non-DOE = $

	
	DOE Cost Share* = %
	Recipient Cost Share = %


*Note – DOE cost share shall not exceed 50%.

APPENDIX  - Provide Letters of Support from the nuclear industry and each cost sharing partner.  Letters must outline the specific types of cost share, if applicable, and the associated amount of the financial commitment.

Note: The number of pages for the Project Management Plan and Total Cost sections are not specifically restricted.   Each project within an application, including sections 4.0 and 5.0, is restricted to no more than 12 pages per project.

SECTION III: APPLICATION EVALUATION:

B. Merit Reviews
All applications will be evaluated under the procedures outlined in the "Department of Energy Merit Review Guide for Financial Assistance and Unsolicited Proposals," available at the following URL: http://www.pr.doe.gov/fahome.html.  

· DOE will perform an initial screening of the applications for conformance with the technical and administrative requirements stated in this Solicitation, and for general relevance to NEPO program objectives. Applications determined not to be in conformance with the Solicitation requirements, particularly the project description, will be removed from further consideration. 

· For those applications that successfully complete the initial screening, an objective merit - peer review will be performed to evaluate technical merit and cost aspects of the applications.  This objective merit review will be in accordance with the evaluation criteria stated below.  For this purpose, three or more professionally and technically qualified persons will be selected in such a manner as to assure the highest degree of independence and objectivity. Following the objective merit review, peer review panels comprising these same reviewers will be convened to review each proposal. The review committee members may be federal and non-federal experts.  Reviewers must comply with the requirements for avoiding conflict of interest as stated in 10 CFR 600.14.

· Following the objective merit - peer reviews, DOE will perform a programmatic review on those applications judged to be of the highest merit.  The applications will be evaluated with respect to NE programmatic and policy factors, including relevance of the proposed work to the NEPO program objectives, balance among program elements to be supported, availability of funds, and conformance to DOE policy and programmatic objectives.

Applicants may be contacted by the merit review committee for clarifications before the committee makes its final recommendation to the Selection Official.  Clarifications may be done in person, by videoconference, or by teleconference. 

C. Selection Criteria 

Only those applications which meet all of the requirements of this solicitation will be considered for selection.  A minimum of one project will be funded in each of the three NEPO objectives as listed in the Project Description.  All applications will be evaluated and point-scored in accordance with the following criteria.  The applications must be fully responsive to each of the following criteria.   
· Criterion 1 (25 points): Technical quality of the application and proposed work -

Importance of the proposed work in meeting program objectives; Completeness and clarity of the technical application; Appropriateness/adequacy of the proposed methodology or approach; The adequacy and appropriateness of the schedule (sequence of project tasks, planned levels of data acquisition, sampling and analyses, principal milestones, and time for each task) and the planned assignment of responsibilities and level of manpower to accomplish the project objectives and deliverables.

· Criterion 2 (25 points): Applicant/Team Capabilities - Capabilities and qualifications of principal investigator, key personnel and subcontractors; adequacy of resources (including facilities and equipment) applied by participating organizations to accomplish the proposed project scope.

· Criterion 3 (25 points): Benefit to the NEPO Program Objectives– Applicant has clearly identified the importance of the project to the existing fleet of nuclear power plants with supporting evidence to that fact and has documented the basis for at least one of the following objectives:

·  The project will contribute to continuing increases in the electrical generating capacity from existing plants.

· The project will facilitate continued increases in average industry capacity factors.

· The project contributes to the development of break-through technologies to ensure a minimum of 60 years of operation.

· Criterion 4 (10 points): Justification for Federal cost-share funding of the project - Applicant has clearly justified the need for Federal cost-share of the project including reasons why industry cannot or is unwilling to fund the R&D project on its own.


· Criterion 5 (15 points):  Reasonableness of the proposed project cost and schedule - Evaluation includes the allocation among multiple participating organizations where applicable, and the percentage of DOE to Industry cost share ratio of total program costs.


D. Weighting of Criteria

The criteria will be based on a maximum of 100 points and individually weighted as indicated above. 
SECTION IV: GENERAL CONDITIONS:

E. Non-governmental Reviewers 

In conducting this evaluation, the Government may utilize assistance and advice from non‑Government personnel.  Applicants are therefore requested to state on the cover sheet of the applications if they do not consent to an evaluation by such non‑Government personnel.  The applicants are further advised that DOE may be unable to give full consideration to an application submitted without such consent.    

F. Application Preparation Costs

DOE is under no obligation to pay for any costs associated with preparation or submission of applications if an award is not made.  If an award is made, such costs may be allowable as provided in the applicable cost principles (Reference 10 CFR 600.127 and 10 CFR 600.222).  

G. Partial Awards

DOE reserves the right to support, or not to support, all, or any part of any application. 

H. Proprietary Application Information

Applications submitted in response to this solicitation may contain trade secrets and/or privileged or confidential commercial or financial information, which the applicant does not want used or disclosed for any purpose other than evaluation of the application.  The use and disclosure of such data may be restricted, provided the applicant marks the cover sheet of the application with the following legend and specifies the pages of the application which are to be restricted in accordance with the conditions of the legend:

"The data contained in pages ___ of this application have been submitted in confidence and contain trade secrets or proprietary information, and such data shall be used or disclosed only for evaluation purposes, provided that if this applicant receives an award as a result of or in connection with the submission of this application, DOE shall have the right to use or disclose the data herein to the extent provided in the award.  This restriction does not limit the government's right to use or disclose data obtained without restriction from any source, including the applicant."  

Further, to protect such data, each page containing such data must be specifically identified and marked, including each line or paragraph containing the data to be protected with a legend similar to the following:


"Use or disclosure of the data set forth above is subject to the restriction on the cover page of this application." 

It should be noted, however, that data bearing the aforementioned legend may be subject to release under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), if DOE or a court determines that the material so marked is not exempt under the FOIA.  The Government assumes no liability for disclosure or use of unmarked data and may use or disclose such data for any purpose.  Applicants are hereby notified that DOE intends to make all applications submitted available to non‑Government personnel for the sole purpose of assisting the DOE in its evaluation of the applications.  These individuals will be required to protect the confidentiality of any specifically identified information obtained as a result of their participation in the evaluation.  DOE will exclude a cover sheet containing the "proprietary application" disclosure statement from the 12 page limit.

SECTION V: NOTICES TO APPLICANTS:

I. False Statements

Applications must set forth full, accurate, and complete information as required by this solicitation.  The penalty for making false statements is prescribed in 18 U.S.C. 1001.

J. Application Clarification

DOE reserves the right to require applications to be clarified or supplemented to the extent considered necessary either through additional written submissions or oral presentations.

K. Amendments
Any amendments to this solicitation will be posted on the U.S. Department of Energy Industry Interactive Procurement System (IIPS) Website at the following URL: http://e-center.doe.gov.  Only the Contracting Officer may amend this solicitation.  Any data, information, or instructions coming from any other source are not official. 

L. Applicant's Past Performance

DOE reserves the right to solicit from available sources relevant information concerning an applicant's past performance and may consider such information in its evaluation.  Past performance information may include an applicant’s on-time reporting history.

M. Commitment of Public Funds

The Contracting Officer is the only individual who can legally commit the Government to the expenditure of public funds in connection with the proposed award.  Any other commitment, either explicit or implied, is invalid.

N. Availability of Funds

The actual amount of funds to be obligated in each fiscal year will be subject to availability of funds appropriated by Congress. 

O. Effective Period of Application

All applications must remain in effect for at least 180 days from the application due date. 

P. Assurances and Certifications

DOE requires the submission of pre-award assurances of compliance and certifications, which are mandated by law or regulations.  If selected, these submissions must be completed and provided when requested by the contract specialist. (Reference Section VI: Supplemental Documentation)

Q. Pre-award Costs


Research Awards.  For new or renewal research awards, awardees may incur reimbursable pre-award costs up to ninety (90) days prior to the effective date of the award.  Should the awardee incur such costs, it is done at the awardee’s risk and does not impose any obligation on DOE to issue an award.
R. Intellectual Property

Applicants are advised that patents, data, and copyrights will be treated in accordance with 10 CFR 600.27 and with DOE-issued intellectual property guidance.  Assistance Regulations, 10 CFR 600, can be located at the following URL: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_01/10cfr600_01.html.

Standard Intellectual Property Provisions for use in DOE awards are at the following URL: http://www.ch.doe.gov/insidech/org_offices/occ/IPL/clause.htm.
 

S. Environmental Impact 

An applicant environmental checklist must be submitted if an applicant is selected for an award under this solicitation.  Award will not be made until any and all environmental requirements are completed.  (Reference Section VI:  Supplemental Documentation.)



T. DOE Minority Economic Impact Loan

DOE Minority Economic Impact loans are not available for this solicitation.

U. Purchase of American-made Equipment and Products 

It is the sense of the Congress that to the greatest extent practicable all equipment and products purchased with funds made available under this award should be American-made.

V. Simpson-Craig Amendment

Applicant organizations which are described in section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and engage in lobbying activities after December 31, 1995, will not be eligible for the receipt of federal funds constituting an award, grant, or loan. 

W. Lobbying Restriction 

The awardee agrees that none of the funds obligated on this award shall be expended, directly or indirectly, to influence congressional action on any legislation or appropriation matters pending before Congress, other than to communicate to Members of Congress as described in 18 U.S.C. 1913.  This restriction is in addition to those prescribed elsewhere in statute and regulation.

X. Equal Opportunity 

The law states that recipients of DOE Federal financial assistance shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex or religion, and retaliation/reprisal for having previously filed a complaint.
Y. Terms and Conditions Applicable to Awards

Awardees will be required to comply with the special terms and conditions listed at the following URL: http://www.id.doe.gov/doeid/PSD/proc-div.html 

The type of financial assistance awards used will be cooperative agreements.  No fee is associated with financial assistance.  Additionally, this solicitation requires minimum 50% cost share by each awardee.  A cooperative agreement is a legal instrument reflecting a relationship between the Federal Government and recipient whenever - (1) the principal purpose of the relationship is the transfer of money, property, services or anything of value to the recipient to accomplish a public purpose of support or stimulation authorized by Federal statute; and (2) substantial involvement is anticipated between the executive agency, acting for the Federal Government, and the recipient during performance of the contemplated activity.  Substantial involvement is defined in Article 13 of the special terms and conditions cited above.  DOE financial assistance rules are specified in 10 CFR 600.
SECTION VI: Supplemental Documentation: 

Z. Who Must Submit Supplemental Documentation

If an applicant is selected for an award under this solicitation, the applicant MUST furnish the supplemental documentation identified in this section.  All of the supplemental documentation must be furnished within 30 calendar days after the applicant receives notification of selection for negotiations and award.  Failure to furnish the supplemental documentation will result in delays or may negate the selection.

Supplemental documentation will include pre-award certifications (SF 424B; DOE Form 1600.5; and Certifications Regarding Lobbying, Debarment, Suspension and Other Responsibility Matters, and Drug Free Workplace Requirements); cost and cost share information (Cost Proposal Guidelines); Awardee Point of Contact Data Input Sheet; and an Environmental Checklist.  These forms can be found at http://www.directives.doe.gov or at PSD’s home page at http://www.id.doe.gov/doeid/psd/proc-div.html under Application Forms.

(End of solicitation)

The Industry Interactive Procurement System (IIPS) Internet Website is the official medium used for posting amendments to this solicitation.  Any data coming from any other source is not official.  All interested applicants shall monitor this Website to remain abreast of any such changes.
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